ArtPlay Live 2026-27 School Performance Series

Inspiring Students Through Live Arts Experiences

ArtPlay Live connects students with world-class artists, innovative performances, and cultural
traditions through engaging daytime school matinee experiences. Each performance is
carefully selected to enrich classroom learning, spark curiosity, and provide students with
meaningful exposure to the performing arts.

Whether you're looking to support arts integration, cultural understanding, music education,
literacy, or social learning, this season offers dynamic opportunities for students of all ages.

Terrance Simien & The Zydeco Experience

Music, Culture & Living History

Grammy Award-winning artist Terrance Simien brings more than 40 years of electrifying
performances rooted in the rich traditions of American Zydeco music.

An eighth-generation Louisiana Creole, Simien introduces students to the history, language,
and cultural influences that shaped one of America's most distinctive musical styles. Through
infectious rhythms, storytelling, and audience engagement, students experience cultural
heritage in a way thatis both educational and unforgettable.

Joining Simien is his acclaimed band, The Zydeco Experience, featuring veteran musicians
alongside emerging Gen Z artists, demonstrating how traditions are passed between
generations while remaining relevant today.

Educational Connections:

e American History
e Music History

e Louisiana Creole Heritage
e Cultural Studies

e Music Appreciation

38, Preview: https://youtu.be/o0FIXCSCYX4?si=0rOQoc1WPWW1tz8R4



https://youtu.be/o0FlxCSCYX4?si=0rOQoc1WPWWtz8R4

Moonlight Princesses

A Celebration of Confidence, Creativity & Pop Culture

Inspired by contemporary global pop music and theatrical storytelling traditions, Moonlight
Princesses combines live vocals, choreography, visual design, and fantasy-based
performance. Students explore themes of perseverance, teamwork, creativity, and problem-
solving while experiencing how music, dance, costume design, and storytelling work together

in modern entertainment.

Perfect for students interested in contemporary music, dance, media arts, and global popular
culture.

Educational Connections:

e Performing Arts
e Dance

e Media Literacy
e Global Culture

e Creative Expression

Learn More: https://www.alysstephens.org/events/moonlight\-princesses/

Little Red's Most Unusual Day

Presented with Opera Birmingham

This playful operatic adaptation of Little Red Riding Hood introduces students to the world of
opera through an engaging and humorous story.

Based on music by composers Jacques Offenbach and Gioachino Rossini, the production
follows Forest Ranger Dudley, Little Red, Granny, and a cast of colorful characters through a
series of misunderstandings that create one very unusual day.

Accessible and entertaining, this performance helps young audiences discover opera while
strengthening connections to literature, storytelling, and music.

Educational Connections:

e lLanguage Arts

e Storytelling

e Music Education
e Opera


https://www.alysstephens.org/events/moonlight/-princesses/

e Theatre Arts

Learn More: https://www.alysstephens.org/events/little\-reds\-most\-unusual\-day\-with\-
opera\-birmingham/

Hanzhi Wang & Anthony Trionfo

Virtuosity, Innovation & Musical Excellence

Students will experience the artistry of two internationally acclaimed musicians: accordionist
Hanzhi Wang and flutist Anthony Trionfo.

Wang is recognized as one of the world's leading accordion performers and remains the only
accordionist ever selected by Young Concert Artists. Trionfo has earned international acclaim
for his expressive sound and remarkable technical skill.

Together, these exceptional artists demonstrate how classical music continues to evolve
through creativity, innovation, and collaboration.

Educational Connections:

e Instrumental Music

e Classical Music

e Performance Techniques
e Artistic Excellence

e Creative Expression

Learn More: https://www.alysstephens.org/events/hanzhi\-wang\-anthony\-trionfo/

Chaeyoung Park

The Power of Musical Expression

Internationally celebrated pianist Chaeyoung Park brings extraordinary artistry and emotional
depth to the stage.

Praised for her thoughtful and expressive musicianship, Park offers students an opportunity to
experience classical piano performance at the highest level. Her performance demonstrates
the discipline, creativity, and dedication required to master an instrument and communicate
through music.

Educational Connections:

e Piano Studies
e C(Classical Music


https://www.alysstephens.org/events/little/-reds/-most/-unusual/-day/-with/-opera/-birmingham/
https://www.alysstephens.org/events/little/-reds/-most/-unusual/-day/-with/-opera/-birmingham/
https://www.alysstephens.org/events/hanzhi/-wang/-anthony/-trionfo/

e Arts Appreciation
e Creative Expression
e Goal Setting and Discipline

Learn More: https://www.alysstephens.org/events/chaeyoung\-park/

Step Afrika!

Rhythm, Movement & African American Cultural Traditions

Experience the excitement of Step Afrika!, the world's first professional company dedicated to
the tradition of stepping.

Using the body as an instrument, performers create powerful rhythms through movement,
percussion, storytelling, humor, and audience participation. Students gain insight into an
important American art form while experiencing a performance that is energetic, educational,
and highly interactive.

Educational Connections:

e Dance

e Rhythm and Percussion

e American Cultural Traditions
e Performance Studies

e Teamwork and Collaboration

Learn More: https://www.alysstephens.org/events/step\-afrika/

Cirque Mechanics: Tilt!

Science, Engineering & Spectacular Circus Arts

Inspired by the thrills of amusement parks, Tilt! combines breathtaking acrobatics, aerial
artistry, juggling, and inventive human-powered machinery in a visually stunning theatrical
experience.

Cirque Mechanics uniquely blends artistry with engineering, encouraging students to explore
concepts such as balance, force, motion, design, and problem-solving while being amazed by
world-class circus performers.

Thisis an ideal program for schools looking to connect the arts with STEM learning.

Educational Connections:


https://www.alysstephens.org/events/chaeyoung/-park/
https://www.alysstephens.org/events/step/-afrika/

e STEM

e Physics

e Engineering Design

e (Creative Problem Solving
e Performing Arts

Learn More: https://www.alysstephens.org/events/cirque\-mechanics\-tilt/

Why Teachers Choose ArtPlay Live

ArtPlay Live performances provide students with:

Exposure to professional, world-class artists

Connections to classroom curriculum and state standards
Diverse cultural perspectives and artistic traditions
Opportunities for critical thinking and creative engagement

Shared live experiences that inspire curiosity and lifelong learning

Bring your students beyond the classroom and into the transformative world of live
performance through ArtPlay Live's exciting 2026-27 season.

Educational Purpose Statement: ArtPlay Live presentations are selected for their artistic merit and
educational value. Programs support curriculum objectives through the study of music, theatre, dance,
storytelling, history, science, engineering, and world cultures. Performances are presented as educational

experiences that encourage observation, analytical thinking, creativity, and appreciation of the arts.


https://www.alysstephens.org/events/cirque/-mechanics/-tilt/
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