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Hailed as “grippingly precise and gleaming” by the San Francisco Classical Voice, 

violinist Oliver Neubauer is the First Prize winner of the 2023 Susan Wadsworth 

Young Concert Artists International Auditions and is managed worldwide

by Young Concert Artists as a YCA Jacobs Fellow. Oliver is a current student of 

Mihaela Martin at the Kronberg Academy and a graduate of the Juilliard School 

where he studied with Li Lin, Itzhak Perlman, and Donald Weilerstein, and was a 

recipient of the Kovner Fellowship. Oliver has performed as soloist with numerous 

orchestras, including the National Repertory Orchestra, the Sound Symphony 

Orchestra, the Symphony of Westchester, the Springfield Symphony, and the 

Juilliard AXIOM Ensemble. He has captured top prizes in the Hellam Competition, 

ArsClassica International Competition, National Young Arts Competition, and 

received the Prix de l’APCAV at the Verbier Festival. Oliver has appeared at 

festivals including the Marlboro Music Festival, Verbier Academy, Kronberg 

Masterclasses, Music@Menlo, and Chamber Music Northwest.

The music-making of young Australian cellist Benett Tsai has been described as 

“electrifying…flawless freshness” (Süddeutsche Zeitung) and “charismatic, heartfelt 

playing full of fluid intensity” (Sydney Arts Guide). Profiled as one of the thirty 

“next generation young musicians making their mark” by Limelight Magazine, he 

gained attention at the 2022 Grand Prix Emanuel Feuermann, where he received 

both Third Prize and the Special Prize for Best Haydn Concerto as the youngest 

participant. He recently joined the storied roster of Young Concert Artists after 

winning the 2023 YCA Susan Wadsworth International Auditions in New York. 

As an inaugural YCA Jacobs Fellow, he is the recipient of The Stern Young Artist 

Award from the Linda and Isaac Stern Foundation and holds the Anne & George

Popkin Cello Chair. Since his mainstage debut at thirteen, Benett has performed 

actively as a solo artist and chamber musician. He has appeared with orchestras 

such as the Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra, Sinfonia Lahti, Kammerphilharmonie

Metamorphosen Berlin, Canberra Symphony Orchestra, and the Australian 

Chamber Orchestra Academy. In recitals, he has been presented at venues like 

the Shanghai Oriental Arts Center, Berliner Philharmonie, City Recital Hall in

Sydney, Helsinki Music Centre, and Melbourne Recital Centre. Notably, he was 

featured in the 2020 documentary The Way Forward, collaborating with pianist 

Jean-Yves Thibaudet.
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Danzas Latinoamericanas for two cellos                                             José Elizondo

I.      Otoño en Buenos Aires / Autumn in Buenos Aires

II.     Pan de Azúcar / Sugar Loaf Mountain

III.    Atardecer Tapatío / Sunset in Guadalajara

Serenade for String Trio in C Major, Op. 10              Ernst von Dohnányi (1877-1960)

I.      Marcia: Allegro

II.     Romanza: Adagio non troppo

III.    Scherzo: Vivace

IV.    Tema con variazioni: Andante con moto

V.    Rondo: Allegro vivace

INTERMISSION

String Quintet in C Major, D. 956                                      Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

I.      Allegro ma non troppo

II.     Adagio

III.    Scherzo: Presto – Trio: Andante sostenuto

IV.    Allegretto

YCA on Tour appears by arrangement with Young Concert Artists, Inc. www.yca.org

YCA on Tour is an extraordinary and unique chamber music touring ensemble 

that is made up of the incredible talent of both current YCA artists and esteemed 

alumni from the YCA family. This unique initiative brings together the brightest 

emerging musicians and the seasoned veterans who have already made a 

significant impact in the classical music world.

Violist Toby Appel was born in Elmer, N.J. and has appeared in recital and 

concerto performances throughout North and South America, Europe, and the  

Far East. He’s been a member of such renowned ensembles as TASHI and the

Lenox and Audubon quartets; a guest artist with the Vermeer, Manhattan, 

Alexander, and Dover quartets; and a frequent guest with The Chamber Music 

Society of Lincoln Center and jazz artists Chick Corea and Gary Burton. Appel 

enrolled at the Curtis Institute of Music at age 13 under the guidance of violist Max 

Aronoff. In 1975, he was performing works he commissioned for three violas, all 

of which were played by him, and in 1980, he was winner of the Young Concert 

Artists International Auditions. Appel is currently on the viola and chamber music 

faculties of The Juilliard School in New York City, where he’s been teaching for 

more than 30 years.

Cellist James Baik has been described as an artist with “an undeniable authority,” 

and one possessing “a real warmth emerging in lyricism” by Le Soir, after his 

astounding performance at the 2021 Queen Elisabeth competition. First Prize 

Winner of the 2023 YCA Susan Wadsworth International Auditions and recipient 

of the Paul A. Fish Memorial Prize and the Bridgehampton Chamber Music Prize, 

James is a YCA Jacobs Fellow.

Violinist Risa Hokamura came to international attention upon winning First Prize 

in the 2018 YCA Susan Wadsworth International Auditions at the age of seventeen 

and the Silver Medal at the 2018 International Violin Competition of Indianapolis, 

where she performed with the Indianapolis Symphony and Leonard Slatkin. 

Risa has performed as soloist with ECCO, Greensboro Symphony, New Japan 

Philharmonic Orchestra, Tokyo Philharmonic, and Tokyo Symphony Orchestra, 

among others. In 24-25 she will appear as soloist with Symphonicity (VA). A native 

of Japan, Risa studied at the Tokyo College of Music as the Honorary Scholarship 

student of Koichiro Harada, Mayuko Kamio, and Machie Oguri. She continues her 

studies at the Manhattan School of Music as the Full Scholarship student under the 

tutelage of Koichiro Harada and Lucie Robert, and additional studies with Cho-Liang 

Lin. She is also a recipient of scholarships from the Ezoe Memorial Foundation and 

the Rohm Music Foundation. Risa Hokamura is represented in Japan by Kajimoto.


